
Australian Border Force

Asbestos 
& the role of the ABF



Australian Border Force 2

Contents



Australian Border Force

I get where you’re coming from …
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Asbestos Video News Release
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� Asbestos prohibition commenced 
December 2003

� ABF administers border controls
� Department of Jobs & Small 

Business is responsible for policy
� Intelligence informed &

risk based approach
� 100% of goods imported into 

Australia are risk assessed
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Role of Australian Border Force
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� ABF promotes voluntary compliance
� Responses to non-compliance include:

� Advice
� Education
� Checks
� Seizure
� Infringement notices
� Prosecution
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Compliance & Enforcement Measures
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Responsibilities

Importers & exporters must:
� Ensure goods do not 

contain asbestos
� Understand their supply 

chains and production 
processes

� Be aware of differences 
in overseas definitions & 
standards
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� Provides assurance & helps protect community
� Not intended to penalise importers
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Testing

In Australia
�Use a NATA accredited

laboratory

Outside Australia
�Samples may be tested before goods are imported

� Laboratory accredited by NATA recognised equivalent
� Must be from same shipment &

indicate presence of any asbestos
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�Motor vehicles & parts
�Brake pads & gaskets
�A prefabricated building
�Building products
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Asbestos Detections at the Border
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Australian Border Force nabs Maseratis
March 22, 2018
story
photos
story
photos
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Rapid Response Protocol
� Information sharing across jurisdictions

Communication Channels 
� Goods Compliance Update 
� Compliance Advisory Group 
� Website
� Fact sheets & Notices
� Industry forums
� Media releases
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Awareness & Information
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Asbestos information page

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/Busi/cargo-support-trade-and-goods/importing-
goods/prohibited-and-restricted/asbestos
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Thank you

Website
www.homeaffairs.gov.au

Border Watch
Phone: 1800 009 623


